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An artistic retreat offers an up-close—and
better yet,hands-on—welcometoa
historical craft capital of India.

BY RACHEL MOSELY

From above: At the
potter’s wheel; outside
the BhujHouse.

notparticularly massive—at 27 square
miles, it’s roughly the size of Manhattan.
Butit’s home toamammothlegacy: arich
heritage of specialized craftsmanship
stretching back atleast 5,000 years to the ancient civi-
lizations of the Indus Valley. Historically, various pock- - :
ets of the region were known as the domains of particular | . AR S,
handicrafts—woodcarving in one district, embroidery : o /%%ggg}ﬁ;;;{??;/{;(
in another, ceramics the next village over—and today g o #ﬂ”‘fﬁff‘f{: LA A A
many of the same techniques endure, passed down across = '“m.._ )
generations withinlocal artisan families.
For Yesha Bavishi, this corridor of craftsmanship
was also the setting for some of her first and most indel-
ible memories. The user-experience designer, born and
raised inthe area, grew up admiring the handiwork of
her friendly neighborhood virtuosos. “Iliked working
with myhands, soIfelt connected to them,” she says.
After she moved to the Bay Areain 2010, her apprecia-
tion only deepened. “When I go to afarmers’ market and
see pottery here, it’s given so much value because it’s
handmade,” she explains. “Back home, people always did
things with their hands—that was the norm. It wasn’t val-
ued inthe same way. But after spending a good amount
oftimeinthe U.S,, Irealized how powerful the different
craft formsin Bhujare.”
. e a In 2018, Bavishiturned thatrealization into acareer
Inside the - ' g : ' y / \ : move. Shelaunched anew company, andCrafted, which

l::ut:;?gs’ - . . : offersretreats focused on the artistic legacy of her

I; huj, acity on the western edge of India, is
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home region. One of the excursions centers on terra-cotta
pottery, andin fall 2019, Bavishi partnered with
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X MEET YOUR MAKERS

Airbnb tolaunch athree-day Adventure that
allows guests tolearn about the ceramicists’
millennia-old techniques.

Guests meet artisanslike Ramzubhai Kum-
bhar, who’s known as “the master potter” in the
community. “I once asked him how long he’s
beenmakingthese pieces,” Bavishirecalls. “He
said, ‘Since I've known this world, I have been
doingthis.” Visitors alsolearn from painters
like Hoobai Kumbhar and Jenaben Kumbhar
(inthelocal dialect, Kumbhar means “potter,”
and many of the artisans in the area share that
lastname, even ifthey aren’tblood-related).
They practice traditional hand-painting using
bamboo brushes andlocal clay- and stone-
derived paints, primarily in three colors: black,
white, and red. As more modern—and often,
more lucrative—career paths call, solooms a
sense of urgency to preserve these age-old arts.
“Alotoftheirkids areleavingtheir traditions
and going to different trades,” Bavishi says of
the potter families. “These artisans have been
keepingthe craftalive.”

That ethos of living history underscores the
Adventure, right down to the accommodations.
Guests stay in the 126-year-old Bhuj House,
an airy four-bedroom property situatedina
historically Parsi enclave. Airbnb Superhosts
Jehan and Katie Bhujwalainherited the home

)
R

Clockwise, from above:

Abreezeway at the

(Jehanis adescendant of the original owner), BhujHouse; painter
renovated it, and opened it to guestsin 2015. Jenaben Kumbhar at

i work onterra-cotta
“We felt pretty confident that we would receive bowlsin the artisans’
some guests, but we were overwhelmed to studio; master potter

. N . RamzubhaiKumbhar

see how quickly the rooms filled,” says Katie shapes clay vessels.

of'the heritage homestay.
Immersioninthelocallegacy hasprovento
be abig draw for visitors, Bavishi agrees. Many
describe the ancient pottery techniques as
meditative. Teachingthe craftto outsiders
is arelatively new experience for the artisans,
she adds, but one that they’ve quickly warmed
to. “The potters startlearning the craft from

the moment they begin making sense of the “Meeting the arti-
world, whereas we learn it very intentionally,” sans and learning
she says. “But they’re very open. If someone their stories was
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mind-blowing.

comes to their studio and wants tolearn,
Most of them are

they’re bapp'y,to explain.. Passingitalongto very humble peo-

anoutsider, it’s almostlike that person ple. | see myself

becomes apart of the family.” being a bridge
between these
local, traditional
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Location artists and the

Bhuj, Gujarat, India global world.”
Superhosts + Home —YeshaBavishi, Airbnb
JehanandKatie Bhujwala Adventure host
abnb.co/bhujhouse abnb.co/indusvalleypottery
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