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“Legendary. Provoca­
tive. Iconic. To me, she 
was the first interna­
tional black diva.  
So much can be traced 
back to her and her 
banana dance—in  
the 1920s, she was 
twerking! She managed 
to be sexy and political 
at the same time.” 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
C A B A R E T 
S U P E R S T A R  A N D 
C I V I L  R I G H T S 
A C T I V I S T,  
B .  1 9 0 6 ,  D .  1 9 7 5

BRA, New York Vintage 
Inc. BANANA SKIRT, 
Augusto Manzanares. 
SANDALS, Shoesissima. 
EARRINGS, NECKLACE, 
CUFFS, Miriam Haskell. 
PEARL ANKLETS, Claire’s


